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SUBJECT: LAO EMERGENCY FOOD AID 

REF: VIENTIANE 509 

1 . NO DECISION HAS BEEN REACHED ON POSSIBLE AMERICAN 
FOOD AID TO LAOS. APPRECIATE YOUR REPORTING ON PROBLEMS 
AND EMBASSY'S VIEWS REFTEL. INTERESTED MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 
AND PUBLIC AWARE THROUGH DEPARTMENT AND THROUGH UNDP 
NEW YORK THAT SOME 94,000 TONS OF FOOD AID ALREADY PLEDGED 
TO LAOS AND THAT LAO ARE REPORTEDLY RECEIVING WHAT THEY 
NEED FOR "NEXT FEW MONTHS." 

2. MEMORANDUM IS CIRCULATING AMONG INTERESTED BUREAUS WITH 
ALTERNATE RECOMMENDATIONS (A) THAT WE DEFER ANY FIRM 
DECISION ON FOOD AID FOR SEVERAL MONTHS, AND SO INFORM LAO 
OR (B) THAT WE DECIDE IN PRINCIPLE TO PROVIDE LAO WITH 

10,000 TONS OF PL-480 TITLE II RICE ASSISTANCE LATER IN YEAR 
IF, AFTER REVIEWING INFORMATION IN SUMMER, WE DECIDE LAO 
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STILL NEED THIS AID. OUR PRIVATE GUESS IS THAT OPTION A 
WILL BE ADOPTED. 

3. WE WILL HOPE TO GET INSTRUCTIONS TO YOU NEXT WEEK (AT 
EARLIEST) ON THIS SUBJECT. IN MEANTIME, YOU CAN OF COURSE 
CONFIRM TO LAO IF ASKED THAT WE UNDERSTAND THEY ARE 
ALREADY RECEIVING SUBSTANTIAL PORTION OF THEIR REQUEST 
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BUT THAT USG STILL HAS REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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